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A METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR DECREASING ROUTING 
LATENCY FOR SWITCHING PLATFORMS WITH 
VARIABLE CONFIGURATION 

5 TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to 
the field of electronic devices, and more particularly, 
to a method and system for decreasing routing latency 
10 for switching platforms with variable configuration. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In a switching platform, frames arrive from 
15 source ports and must be transferred to appropriate 

destination ports. Transferring a frame from a source 
port to a destination port typically requires the 
participation of some central routing authority, such 
as a central processing unit. This participation can 
20 take a form where the central processing unit (CPU) 

must poll each port in turn, checking for possible 
frames to route. Furthermore, a switching platform may 
allow for a configuration that restricts the possible 
source ports to some maximum possible set. In such an 
25 instance, the CPU may spend unnecessary cycles polling 

ports which never produce a frame to route. These 
unnecessary cycles increase frame routing latency, 
which is a key metric of switch performance. 

30 A need has arisen for a method and system 

which improves the operation of a central routing 
authority, such as a CPU, in routing a frame from a 
source port to a destination port. 
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A need exists for a method and system that 
avoids the requirement for the CPU to poll each port in 
sequence, to check for possible frames to route. 

A further need exists for a method and system 
that avoids the need to spend unnecessary cycles in 
polling ports which will never produce a frame to 
route . 



10 There is a need for a method and system that 

avoids the performance of unnecessary cycles during the 
polling of ports for the purpose of decreasing the 
frame routing latency. 

15 A problem with SCSI is that it is not a 

switchable protocol. The fibre channel protocol, on 
the other hand, is a switchable protocol. Using fibre 
channel technology, it is possible to implement 
switches which direct data to the appropriate 

20 destinations. 



A key metric of how well a switch operates is 
the speed with which it routes frames. Speed is one of 
the greatest advantages of fibre channel systems. The 

25 present invention reduces the amount of time it takes 

to route a frame and is therefore ideal for 
implementation in fibre channel systems. When any 
individual frame comes into a switch, the present 
invention requires less time for the switch to decide 

30 how to direct the individual frame. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with present invention, a 
method and system are provided that may substantially 
5 reduce or even eliminate some of the disadvantages and 

problems associated with the previously developed 
method for polling ports on switching platforms that 
have the effect of decreasing routing latency for 
switching platforms that exhibit variable 
10 configurations. 

According to one aspect of the invention, a 
method for decreasing routing latency of a switching 
platform in a fibre channel network is provided. This 

15 method comprises first identifying at least one port 

from a set of ports on the fibre channel network. This 
at least one port is identified as a function of having 
a link state below a pre-determined threshold state. 
The pre-determined threshold state is established 

20 according to at least one port being in an operational 

state. The method further includes modifying port- 
controlling instructions associated with the at least 
one port to reflect the operational state of the at 
least one port. Furthermore, the process includes 

25 operating the switching platform according to the 

modified port-controlling instructions for reducing 
polling of the set of ports. This is done by polling 
only the ones of the set of ports that are indicated as 
being above the threshold state. 

30 

One technical advantage of the present system 
is that it may avoid unnecessary cycles in polling 
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ports that do not produce frames to be routed. The 
present system identifies and skips those ports that do 
not produce frames to be routed. 

Another technical advantage of the present 
invention is that it overcomes the prior art's methods 
of compiling in advance firmware versions to skip 
uninstalled ports. The present invention may therefore 
avoid the problem of the higher engineering overhead 
involved in maintaining many variants of the firmware, 
which is inherent in advanced firmware version 
compilation. Another problem with this prior art 
approach is that it hinders field upgrades, in that the 
firmware must be updated in sync with configuration 
changes at the customer site. 

Another technical advantage of the present 
invention is that it may decrease frame routing latency 
by avoiding unnecessary queries of unused ports. 

Another technical advantage of the present 
invention is that it may allow the switching platform 
to seamlessly and automatically reconfigure itself to 
accommodate changes in customer configuration or 
routing environment. 

Yet another technical advantage of the 
present invention is that it may allow a single source 
code base. This minimizes sustaining engineering 
efforts (for example, by avoiding the problem of 
updating the firmware in sync with configuration 
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changes at the customer site and eliminating problems 
with field upgrades of systems.) 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a more complete understanding of the 
present invention and the advantages thereof, reference 
is now made to the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which 
like reference numerals indicate like features, and 
further wherein: 

FIGURE 1 is a diagram illustrating the 
instructions executed by the CPU in the polling 
operation; 

FIGURE 2 is a flow diagram illustrating the 
polling of the ports and the routing of frames from 
those ports; 

FIGURE 3 shows the fast loop operating 
instructions that execute during the polling of the set 
of ports that are polled in one embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIGURE 4 illustrates instructions in one 
embodiment for adding a port according to the 
principles of the present invention; 

FIGURE 5 illustrates the instructions that 
are employed in one embodiment of the present invention 
for removing a port; 
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FIGURE 6 is a flow diagram illustrating the 
method employed in one embodiment of the present 
system. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Preferred embodiments of the present 
invention are illustrated in the figures, like numerals 
being used to refer to like and corresponding parts of 
the various drawings . 

At a high level, there is a Central 
Processing Unit (CPU) inside the switch that queries or 
polls the ports of the switch. This query identifies 
whether there are frames that need to be routed from 
the individual ports to other ports in the switch. The 
ports which may have frames awaiting routing are 
sequentially examined by the CPU. When the switch 
finds a frame that needs to be routed, it performs a 
series of instructions that direct the hardware to 
route the frame from the current port to another of the 
ports. For example, a switch may first look at port 0 
to determine whether there are any frames at port 0 
that need to be routed. If there is a frame waiting at 
port 0, it will execute a corresponding set of 
instructions which will cause the switch hardware to 
route the frame. If there is no frame waiting at port 
0 to be routed, the CPU will examine the next port 
(e.g., port 1) to determine whether it has any frames 
to be routed. After port 1 is examined, the next port 
will be examined, and so on, until port 0 is examined 
again . 

While the switch's CPU is examining a 
particular port, it is not looking at any other ports. 
Consequently, if there are frames waiting on any other 
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ports, these frames will not be detected until the CPU 
polls those ports. If there is a frame {^'frame A") 
waiting at the port immediately preceding the port that 
is currently being polled, frame A will not be detected 
5 until all of the other ports which may have frames are 

polled to determine whether they actually have frames 
that need to be routed. Even if none of the other 
ports have frames that need to be routed, frame A will 
not be detected until all of the other operational 

10 ports have been polled. Time which is spent 

unnecessarily polling ports increases the latency in 
routing frame A, thereby degrading the performance of 
the switch. The longer the list of ports that have to 
be polled, the greater the routing latency. The 

15 present system allows the routing latency to be reduced 

by eliminating the polling of ports that the system 
knows will not have frames to be routed. 

This is accomplished by modifying the control 
20 code associated with one or more of the ports. If a 

port is identified as being operational, the control 
code is not modified. (It is assumed here that the 
control code is initially configured to poll each one 
of the ports.) If, on the other hand, a port is 
25 identified as being non-operational, it will not have 

any frames to be routed, so the control code is 
modified to skip the instructions that comprise the 
polling operation for this port. Conversely, the 
system may be configured to identify ports that, 
30 although formerly identified as non-operational, become 

operational and may therefore have frames that need to 
be routed. The control code is therefore modified so 
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that instructions which poll the now-operational port 
are executed. It should be noted that the system is 
not necessarily restricted to modifications which 
include ports or to modifications which exclude ports - 
5 both types of code modifications can be made in the 

same system. 

Referring to FIGURE 1, a diagram illustrating 
the instructions executed by the CPU in the polling 
10 operation is shown. The left side of FIGURE 1 shows 

the instructions that are executed when port X is 
operational, while the right side of FIGURE 1 shows the 
instructions that are executed when port X is non- 
operational . 

15 

Port X is the port of interest in a 
particular switch. It is assumed that there are a 
plurality of ports in the switch, including ports X-1, 
X and X+1. Referring to the left side of FIGURE 1, all 

20 three of ports X-1, X and X+1 are operational. 

Consequently, each of these ports must be polled to 
determine whether it has frames that need to be routed. 
In this example, port X is polled by executing 
instructions i through i+(n-l), (Similarly, port X-1 

25 is polled by the execution of one or more instructions 

ending with instruction i-1, and port X+1 is polled by 
the execution of one or more instructions beginning 
with instruction i+n.) 

30 As is apparent from FIGURE 1, the CPU 

executes the instructions sequentially, executing 
instruction i, then instruction i+1, and so on. After 

Gray Cary\AU\4037896.1 



ATTORNEY'S DOCKET 
CROSS1350-1 



11 



PATENT APPLICATION 



the polling instructions for each of the ports has been 
executed, the process is repeated and the instructions 
are executed for a second time, then a third time, and 
so on, so that the ports are repeatedly polled in 
sequential order (except that some ports may be 
skipped, as described in more detail below) . 

Concurrently with the execution of the 
polling instructions shown in FIGURE 1, the system 
monitors the ports to identify any changes in their 
respective operational states. That is, the ports are 
monitored to determine whether and when they change 
from an operational state to a non-operational state, 
or from a non-operational state to an operational 
state. If, for example, port X is initially in an 
operational state as shown on the left side of FIGURE 
1, but thereafter becomes non-operational, this change 
will be detected by the system. (It should be noted 
that most switches include code that monitors the state 
of each port so that the ports can operate 
independently - because this type of code is commonly 
known, it will not be described in further detail 
here . ) 

The concurrent polling and monitoring of the 
ports may be achieved using multiple processors, multi- 
tasking in a single processor, or any other suitable 
mechanism. (Because such mechanisms are well known in 
the art, they will not be discussed further here.) The 
modification of the polling instructions also occurs 
concurrently with the polling itself, so these 
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operations can occur in real time while the system 
continues to route frames. 

If port X becomes non-operational, no frames 
will appear at the port. Obviously, then, there will 
be no need to poll this port for frames that have to be 
routed. Consequently, instructions i through i+(n-l) 
are unnecessary and may be skipped or otherwise 
eliminated. In one embodiment, the first of these 
instructions (instruction i) is replaced by a branch 
instruction which has as a target the location of the 
first instruction corresponding to the next port to be 
polled. (The target of the branch instruction is the 
instruction to which execution branches - the next 
instruction to be executed.) Instructions i+1 through 
i+(n-l) are shown with a dashed outline to indicate 
that they will no longer be executed because of the 
branch in the code. 

It should be noted that the converse 
situation may also occur. That is, port X may 
initially be non-operational, but may thereafter become 
operational. Accordingly, the CPU may initially 
execute code which resembles that illustrated on the 
right side of FIGURE 1, wherein rather than polling 
port X, the CPU skips this port. When the system 
detects that port X has become operational, the branch 
instruction can be replaced by instruction i, so that 
instructions i through i+(n-l) will be sequentially 
executed to poll the port. 
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It should be noted that, when the system is 
initially powered up, it may handle each port in a 
predetermined manner, or it may poll all of the ports 
to determine whether they are operational or non- 
operational. In one embodiment, when the system is 
powered up, the ports may all be polled as if they are 
operational. Then, after the system begins operating, 
each of the ports is examined to determine whether it 
is non-operational. If a port is found to be non- 
operational, the corresponding polling code can be 
modified to skip the polling instructions for that 
port . 

Referring to FIGURE 2, a flow diagram 
illustrating the polling of the ports and the routing 
of frames from those ports is shown. This figure 
assumes that there are N ports, numbered 0 through N-1, 
each of which is operational. As noted above, each of 
the ports is polled to determine whether it has any 
frames to be routed. If there is no frame to be 
routed, the next port is polled. If there is a frame 
that has not yet been routed, the port routes the 
frame, then polls the next port to determine whether it 
has frames to be routed. This is repeated for each of 
the ports. 

FIGURE 2 illustrates the actions taken in 
polling the ports when all of the ports are 
operational. It should be noted that, if one of the 
ports is found to be non-operational, all of the 
actions associated with that port will be eliminated. 
The system will write a branch instruction into the 
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polling code so that the actions for the non- 
operational branch will be skipped. For example, if 
port 0 becomes non-operational, there would be no 
examination of the frame register for port 0, no test 
5 to determine whether there is a new frame, and no 

routing of a frame. After the polling of port N-1, the 
instructions will skip port 0 and proceed to poll port 
1 (assuming, of course, that ports N-1 and 1 are 
operational) . 

10 

FIGURE 3 shows exemplary instructions for 
handling a four-port fast loop according to the 
teachings of the present invention. These instructions 
may be modified by the instructions as shown in FIGURES 
15 3 or 4 to accommodate the addition or removal of ports 

to or from the system. 

The flow diagram of FIGURE 2 corresponds 
generally to the code shown in FIGURE 3. FIGURE 3 

20 includes a portion of the instructions for polling and 

routing frames in a switch having four ports, so, in 
this instance, N in FIGURE 2 would be 4 . In the 
example of FIGURE 3, the instructions for each port 
include four subgroups. For port 0, the subgroups are 

25 preceded by the labels "_f ast4_port0", 

"f our_portO_c_entry" , "f our_portO_non_f astc2" and 
"four_port0_c23" . The first label, ''_f ast4_port 0" , is 
followed by four instructions. These instructions read 
the frame header register and determine whether there 

30 is a frame at the port which needs to be routed. If 

there is not a frame, the instructions branch to the 
label "_f ast4_portl", which identifies the beginning of 

Gray Cary\AU\4037896.1 



ATTORNEY' S DOCKET 
CROSS1350-1 



PATENT APPLICATION 



15 

the instructions for polling the next port. In other 
words, if there is no frame at port 0, the CPU skips 
the remainder of the instructions for that port and 
skips ahead to the instructions for port 1. If, on the 
5 other hand, there is a frame, the instructions 

determine the type of the frame and branch to an 
appropriate subset of instructions for routing the 
frame (the instructions following the label 
"f our_portO_non_f astc2", the label "f our_port0_c23", or 

10 the label f our_portO_c_entry" ) . After the frame has 

been routed, the instructions corresponding to the next 
port (i.e., those following the label "_f ast4_portl") 
are executed. For one type of frame, the instructions 
branch to the next port (from line 267 to line 273) , 

15 and for the other type of frame, execution simply 

continues with the next instruction (line 271, then 
line 273) . 

As indicated above, if a port is polled and 
20 there is no frame at the port, the instructions branch 

to the next port, skipping the instructions which would 
have routed the frame. Thus, only two instructions are 
executed. Although only two instructions are executed 
in this scenario, these instructions are nevertheless 
25 unnecessary if it can be determined beforehand that no 

frame will be present at the port for routing. 
Execution of these instructions will do nothing but add 
to the latency of frames which are waiting at other 
ports. This latency is reduced in the present system 
30 by replacing the first of these two instructions with a 

branch instruction that causes execution to immediately 
jump forward to the next operational port. 
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Referring to FIGURE 6, a flow diagram 
illustrating the method employed in one embodiment of 
the present system is shown. This method is performed 
in parallel with the polling loop illustrated in FIGURE 
5 2. The ports in the system are repeatedly checked to 

determine whether there has been a change in the status 
of any of the ports. Beginning at the top of the 
figure, one of the ports is examined. If the status 
(operational or non-operational) of the port has not 

10 changed, the next port is checked. If there has been a 

change in status, the new status is determined. If the 
port is now operational, a routine is called to modify 
the polling instructions so that the port will be 
polled for frames. If the port is now non-operational, 

15 a routine is called to modify the polling instructions 

so that the port will be skipped (i.e. a branch to a 
subsequent instruction in the polling loop will be 
written into the polling code) . After the code is 
modified, the next port is examined to determine if its 

20 status has changed, and the process repeats. 

As indicated above, the modification of the 
polling code is predicated upon a change between an 
operational state and a non-operational state. In one 

25 embodiment, the difference between the operational and 

non-operational states is the level of functionality as 
compared to a predetermined level of functionality. If 
a port has less than the predetermined level of 
functionality, it is non-operational. If it has at 

30 least the predetermined level of functionality, it is 

operational . 
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While the particular definition of each of 
the operational and non-operational states may vary 
from one embodiment to another, they should focus on 
the ability of the corresponding port to receive frames 
which then need to be routed by the switch. Very 
simply, if the port is in a state in which it does not 
receive frames, it is non-operational for the purposes 
of being polled. It is not important that a port is 
non-operational for a particular reason. For example, 
the port may be damaged or it may not have a device 
connected to it. In both cases, the port does not have 
the threshold level of functionality required to 
receive frames and to therefore be considered 
operational . 

Referring to FIGURES 3 and 4, the 
instructions which are used to modify the polling code 
of FIGURE 3 are shown. The instructions shown in these 
figures are executed during normal operation of the 
system so that the required code modifications are 
handled automatically - no intervention by a system 
operator is necessary. FIGURE 4 shows instructions 
which are used to modify the polling code to account 
for a previously non-operational port which has become 
operational. Conversely, FIGURE 5 shows instructions 
which are used to modify the polling code to account 
for a previously operational port which has become non- 
operational. Since the code of FIGURE 3 assumes that 
all four ports of the switch are operational, FIGURE 5 
will be discussed first. 
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The instructions which are shown at lines 631 
through 639 control the modification of the polling 
code when one of the operational ports becomes non- 
operational. The instructions perform the following 
5 functions. First, a pointer ("destp") is set to point 

to the first line of the polling code corresponding to 
the port. Then, an offset is calculated between the 
first line of the polling code for the current port and 
the first line of the polling code for the next port. 
10 Finally, a branch instruction having the calculated 

offset it is written to the location of the first 
instruction in the polling code corresponding to the 
current port. 

15 It should be noted that, in some systems, 

security mechanisms may be implemented to prevent 
instructions from being overwritten. These mechanisms 
may have to be disabled before the present system can 
be implemented. Because methods for disabling these 

20 mechanisms are well-known, they will not be described 

in detail here. 

The address of the first line of polling code 
for each port is stored in the array of pointers 

25 "FastLoopPortPointer [ ] " . Each element of this array 

is a pointer to an unsigned long integer (in this case, 
the location of the first line of polling code 
corresponding to one of the ports) . The number of the 
port is stored in the variable "port" (e.g., for port 

30 0, '^port" = 0), so FastLoopPortPointer [port ] contains 

the address of the first polling instruction 
corresponding to the current port (where "current" 
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refers to the port which has been identified as non- 
operational and for which the polling code must be 
modified) . 

5 The offset calculated above is the distance 

between the first instruction corresponding to the 
current port and the first instruction corresponding to 
a subsequent port. This distance is used with the 
branch instruction to indicate a target instruction 

10 (i.e., an instruction to which the branch instruction 

jumps) . A binary OR operation is used to combine the 
branch op code and the offset into the single 
instruction that overwrites the polling code. When 
this instruction has been written into the polling 

15 code, the first instruction of the subsequent port will 

be executed immediately after the first instruction of 
the current port (i.e., the branch) is executed. 

While the use of an assignment operator in 
20 line 639 may appear to simply set a variable ("destp") 

to a particular value, this instruction actually serves 
to copy the branch instruction to the location of the 
first instruction for the current port. Because the 
pointer ^'destp" is de-referenced (as indicated by the 
25 *), the value which represents the branch instruction 

is stored at the location indicated by the pointer 
rather than the location of the pointer itself. 

The instructions which are shown at lines 584 
30 through 590 control the modification of the polling 

code when one of the non-operational ports becomes 
operational. More specifically, these instructions are 
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configured to overwrite the existing code for the newly 
operational port (e.g., a branch instruction) with 
instructions which are configured to enable polling of 
the port. The instructions at lines 584 through 590 
5 performed the following functions: a destination 

pointer is set to point to the first instruction in the 
polling code corresponding to the current port; a 
source pointer is set to pointer to the first of 
several instructions stored in data memory which enable 

10 polling of a port; and the instructions are copied from 

the data memory into the polling code. (It should be 
noted that it is not necessary to store the new 
instructions in data memory -- in other embodiments, 
instructions may be copied from other types memory, 

15 such as system firmware which is burned onto ROM memory 

chips . ) 

The destination pointer is set in the same 
manner as described above for overwriting a branch 

20 instruction onto the polling code. As noted above, the 

address of the first instruction in the polling code 
corresponding to the current port is stored in the 
■"FastLoopPortPointer" pointer array. The value of the 
FastLoopPortPointer array element is assigned to the 

25 destination pointer (i.e., the address is stored in the 

destination pointer) . 

The source pointer is set in a manner which 
is similar to that used with the destination pointer. 
30 That is, the address of the first instruction to be 

copied into the polling code is stored in the source 
pointer. This address corresponds to a location in the 
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data memory where the instructions are stored. The 
instructions are stored in data memory because they (as 
distinguished from copies of the instructions) are not 
intended to be executed. Further, because the 
instructions in the code which is actually executed may 
be overwritten, the data memory provides a location 
where the instructions will not be overwritten. 

The instructions are copied from the data 
memory in essentially the same manner as the branch 
instruction. Because there are several instructions 
that will be copied, however, the copying instruction 
("*destp = *srcp;") is placed within a loop. As each 
iteration of the loop is completed, the destination and 
source pointers are incremented. As a result, the 
instructions stored in consecutive locations in the 
data memory are copied to consecutive locations in the 
instruction memory. The instructions are copied as 
long as the address indicated by the destination 
pointer is less than the starting address of the next 
port's instructions. Thus, the instructions from the 
data memory overwrite the polling instructions for the 
current port, but not the next port. 

It should be noted that some switches may 
incorporate instruction caches which are configured to 
store a number of recently-executed instructions. The 
purpose of the instruction cache is to store the 
instructions in a location which can be accessed more 
quickly than the main instruction memory. Because 
software applications often include instructions which 
are executed more than once in a relatively short 
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period of time, the use of an instruction cache may 
reduce memory latency and improve performance. 

If an instruction cache is used, the system 
5 checks the cache for instructions which need to be 

retrieved for execution, then checks the main 
instruction memory (or the next level in the memory 
hierarchy) . Initially, there are no instructions in 
the cache, so the instructions are retrieved from 

10 memory. As the cache is populated with instructions, 

some of the instructions may be available from the 
cache. (Some instructions may not be available from 
the cache because it has a limited amount of space and 
older instructions may be bumped out of the cache to 

15 make room for more recent instructions.) If an 

instruction is in the cache, it is retrieved for 
execution from the cache instead of the memory. 

Most systems do not modify the application 
20 code, but instead simply modify data which is used by 

the application code. Typically, therefore, there is 
no need to invalidate the instruction cache while an 
application is executing. In the present system, 
however, instructions may be modified. When an 
25 instruction is modified, there may be a copy of the 

unmodified instruction in the instruction cache. In 
order to prevent an unmodified instruction from being 
used when a modified instruction should be used, the 
instruction cache is invalidated every time one of the 
30 instructions is modified. (In alternative embodiments, 

it might be possible to invalidate only the cache line 
corresponding to the modified instruction.) 
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Consequently, the system will retrieve the modified 
instruction from memory instead of using the unmodified 
instruction which was previously stored in the cache. 

5 While one embodiment of the present invention 

has been described in detail, it should be understood 
that various changes, substitutions and alterations can 
be made to the above described system without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined 
10 by the appended claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for decreasing routing latency of a 
switching platform in a fibre channel network, 
5 comprising the steps of: 

identifying at least one port from a set of ports 
in the switching platform, the at least one 
port having a functional state below a pre- 
determined threshold state, the pre- 
10 determined threshold state being a minimally 

operational state; 
modifying port control instructions associated 

with the at least one port for reflecting the 
operational state of the at least one port 
15 according to the identification of the at 

least one port; 
operating the switching platform according to the 
modified port control instructions for 
reducing polling of the set of ports by 
20 polling only ones of the set of ports that 

indicate being at or above said threshold 
state . 
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2 . A method implemented in a switch having a 
plurality of ports, the method comprising: 

executing a plurality of instructions for polling 
a set of operational ports to determine 
5 whether each of the operational ports has 

frames to be routed, wherein the operational 
ports are polled in a repeating sequential 
fashion; 

examining the plurality of ports to identify one 
10 of the operational ports which becomes non- 

operational; 

modifying a set of instructions corresponding to 
the identified non-operational port so that 
the identified non-operational port is not 
15 polled; and 

continuing to execute the plurality of 
instructions . 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising 

20 monitoring the plurality of ports to detect changes in 

operational states of the plurality of ports. 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein modifying the set of 
instructions corresponding to the identified non- 
25 operational port comprises replacing a first 

instruction in the set of instructions corresponding to 
the identified non-operational port with a branch 
instruction . 
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5. The method of claim 4 wherein the branch 
instruction causes execution of the plurality of 
instructions to jump to a set of instructions 
corresponding to a subsequent port. 

5 

6. The method of claim 4 wherein replacing the first 
instruction comprises writing a data value to the 
memory address in which the first instruction is 
stored, wherein the data value comprises a binary 

10 representation of the branch instruction. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the data value is 
formed by performing a binary OR operation on a branch 
op code and an offset between the first instruction in 

15 the set of instructions corresponding to the identified 

non-operational port and the first instruction in the 
set of instructions corresponding to the subsequent 
port . 

20 8. The method of claim 2, further comprising 

examining the plurality of ports to identify a 
non-operational port which becomes 
operational ; 

modifying a set of instructions corresponding to 
25 the identified operational port so that the 

identified operational port is polled; and 
continuing to execute the plurality of 
instructions . 

30 9. The method of claim 8, wherein prior to 

modification, the set of instructions corresponding to 
the identified operational port comprise a branch 
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instruction followed by one or more additional 
instructions, wherein the branch instruction is 
configured to cause execution of the plurality of 
instructions to jump to a set of instructions 
5 corresponding to a subsequent port. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein modifying the set of 
instructions corresponding to the identified 
operational port comprises replacing the branch 

10 instruction with a replacement instruction, wherein the 

replacement instruction and the one or more additional 
instructions are configured to poll the identified 
operational port to determine whether the identified 
operational port has frames to be routed. 

15 

11. The method of claim 9 wherein modifying the set of 
instructions corresponding to the identified 
operational port comprises replacing the branch 
instruction and the one or more additional instructions 

20 with a set of replacement instructions configured to 

poll the identified operational port to determine 
whether the identified operational port has frames to 
be routed. 

25 12. The method of claim 10 wherein replacing the 

branch instruction comprises writing a data value to 
the memory address in which the branch instruction is 
stored, wherein the data value comprises a binary 
representation of the replacement instruction. 

30 
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13. The method of claim 2, further comprising 
invalidating at least a portion of an instruction cache 
after modifying the set of instructions corresponding 
to the identified non-operational port so that the 
identified non-operational port is not polled. 
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14. A method implemented in a switch having a 
plurality of ports, the method comprising: 

executing a plurality of instructions for polling 
a set of operational ports to determine 
whether each of the operational ports has 
frames to be routed, wherein the operational 
ports are polled in a repeating sequential 
fashion; 

examining the plurality of ports to identify a 
non-operational port which becomes 
operational ; 

modifying a set of instructions corresponding to 
the identified operational port so that the 
identified operational port is polled; and 

continuing to execute the plurality of 
instructions . 
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15. A method for decreasing routing latency of a 
switching platform, comprising the steps of: 

monitoring a set of ports in the switching 
platform; 

identifying ones of the set of ports that undergo 

a change of operational state; and 
modifying port control instructions associated 

with the identified ones of the set of ports 
to reflect current operational states of the 
identified ones of the set of ports; 
wherein for each of the set of ports, 

if the port is operational, the modified port 
control instructions associated with the 
port are configured to poll the port for 
frames to be routed, and 
if the port is non-operational, the modified 
port control instructions associated 
with the port are configured to branch 
to a subsequent port. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein ports having a 
level of functionality below a predetermined threshold 
level are considered non-operational and ports having a 
level of functionality at or above the predetermined 
threshold level are considered operational. 
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17. A switch comprising: 
a plurality of ports, 

wherein each of the plurality of ports has an 
associated state, 

wherein the state of each of the plurality of 
ports can be either operational or non- 
operational, 

wherein ports in the operational state are 

configured to receive frames for routing 
and 

wherein ports in the non-operational state do 
not receive frames for routing; 
at least one CPU, 

wherein the at least one CPU is configured to 
execute a polling loop, 
wherein the polling loop contains 

instructions corresponding to each 
of the plurality of ports, 
wherein the instructions in the polling 
loop corresponding to each of the 
plurality of ports are configured 
to poll the corresponding port if 
the corresponding port is 
operational and to skip the 
corresponding port if the 
corresponding port is non- 
operational , 
wherein the at least one CPU is configured to 
monitor each of the plurality of ports 
to identify ones of the plurality of 
ports that have a change of state and to 
modify the instructions in the polling 
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loop corresponding to the identified 
ones of the plurality of ports to poll 
the identified ports if the identified 
ports are operational and to skip the 
identified ports if the identified ports 
are non-operational, 

18. The switch of claim 17, further comprising an 
instruction cache configured to store ones of the 
instructions in the polling loop which were recently 
executed by the at least one CPU, wherein at least a 
portion of the instruction cache is invalidated 
whenever any of the instructions in the polling loop 
are modified. 

19. The switch of claim 17 wherein the at least one 
CPU is configured to determine that ones of the 
plurality of ports which have a level of functionality 
below a predetermined threshold are non-operational and 
to determine that ones of the plurality of ports which 
have a level of functionality at or above a 
predetermined threshold are operational. 

20. The switch of claim 17 wherein the at least one 
CPU is configured to modify the instructions in the 
polling loop by overwriting one or more instructions in 
the polling loop with replacement instructions. 

21. The switch of claim 20, further comprising a 
memory coupled to the at least one CPU and configured 
to store one or more of the replacement instructions. 
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22. The switch of claim 21 wherein the memory 
comprises a read-only memory. 

23. The switch of 20 wherein upon detection of a port 
5 which has become non-operational, the at least one CPU 

is configured to overwrite a first one of the 
instructions in the polling loop corresponding to the 
detected port with a branch instruction, wherein the 
branch instruction includes a target address of a first 
10 one of the instructions in the polling loop 

corresponding to a subsequent port. 

24. The switch of 20 wherein upon detection of a port 
which has become operational, the at least one CPU is 

15 configured to overwrite the instructions in the polling 

loop corresponding to the detected port with one or 
more of the replacement instructions, wherein the one 
or more replacement instructions are configured to poll 
the detected port and route frames at the detected 

20 port. 
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A METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR DECREASING ROUTING 
LATENCY FOR SWITCHING PLATFORMS WITH 
VARIABLE CONFIGURATION 

5 ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 

A method for decreasing routing latency of a 
switching platform comprises identifying ports which 
have changed their operational state and modifying the 

10 port polling code associated with the respective ports 

so that operational ports are polled for frames to be 
routed, while non-operational ports are not polled. In 
one embodiment, the method is implemented in a fibre 
channel switch. Non-operational ports are identified 

15 as having operational states below a pre-determined 

threshold level of functionality. The polling code for 
the ports is modified while polling operations are 
carried out in the switch. The code for a newly 
operational port is modified by copying into the code 

20 one or more instructions that poll the port for a frame 

and routes the frame. The code for a newly non- 
operational port is modified by copying into the code a 
branch instruction that bypasses the remainder of the 
polling code for the port. The frame routing latency 

25 of the switch is reduced because ports which are non- 

operational and will not produce frames are not polled. 
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_fast4_port0: 

Id _PortOHdr, r8 

bbc.t SOFJVLD, r8 , _fast4_portl 

cmpobge.t r8, r4, four_port0_c23 

cmpobge.t r8, r5, four_portO_non_f astc2 

f our_port 0_c_entrY : 

St r 8 , _Las tFraineHeader 

mov 0 , gO 

callx _FastBranch. 
b _fast4_portl 
four_port0_non_fastc2 : 

St r8 , _LastFrameHeader 

0, gO 

_HandleNonFas t Clas s 2 Frame 
_fast4_portl 



mov 
callx 
b 

f our__port0_c23 : 



Id 
bbc.f 



_CamResultReg, r9 
BIT_FC2, r9, four_jportO_ 
r9, „PortODest 
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/* now we copy the code for this port */ 
585 destp = (tinsigned long*) Fas tLoopPortPointer [port] ; 

srcp = (unsigned long*) (FastLoopMachineCodeBuff + (destp - (unsigned long*)FastL 

for{; destp < FastLoopPortPointer [port+1] ; destp++, srcp++) 

{ 

* destp = *srcp; 

59lf } 

-y /* invalidate the i960 instruction cache */ 

write_icctl (2) ; 



Fig. 4 



/* point to where the 'branch' instruction is to be written */ 
destp = (\insigned long* )FastLoopPortPointer [port] ; 



/* compute the offset */ 
635 distance = ( (unsigned long*) FastLoopPortPointer [port+U ) - 

( (unsigned long*) FastLoopPortPointer [port] ) ; 

/* 0x08 is the machine code for branch, the lower 24 bit is the offset */ 
*destp = 0x08000000 | (distance * 4) ; 

^40 

I* invalidate the i960 instruction cache */ 
□ write_icctl(2) ; 

y asm("setbit 18, sf4, sf4''); 
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My residence, post office address, and citizenship are as stated below to my nanie. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (If plural names are listed 
below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 



I A Method and System for Decreasing Routing Latency for SwiTCfflNG Platforms 
[ WITH Variable Configurations 

the specification of which was filed on (MM/DDA'YYY) | 
as United States Application Number of PCT International 

Application Number 

and was amended on (MM/DDA^YY) {ii applicable) [ "~| 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, including the claims, as amended by any 
amendment specifically referred to above. 



I hereby state I do not know and do not believe that said invention, design or discovery was ever known or used in the United States of America 
before my invention or discovery thereof, or patented or described in any printed publication in any country before my invention or discovery thereof, 
or more than one year prior to this application, or in public use or on sale in the United States of America more than one year prior to this 
application; that said invention, design or discovery has not been patented or made the subject of an inventor's certificate issued prior to the date of 
this application in any country foreign to the United States of America on an application filed by me or my legal representatives or assigns; and that 
I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all Information known to me which is material to the patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56. 



I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d) or 365(b) of any foreign application{s) for patent or Inventor's certificate, or 365(a) 
of any PCT international application which designated at least one country other than the United States of America, listed below and have also 
Identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, or of any PCT international application having a 
filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed. 



Prior Foreign 
Application 
Numt)er(s) 



Country 



Foreign Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 



Certified Copy Attached? 
YES NO 



Additional foreign application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto: 



Application Number(s) 


Filing Date (MM/DD/YYYY) 


1 1 Additional provisional application numbers are listed on a 
1 1 supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto 


60/202,716 


05/08/00 



DECLARATION - Utility or Design Patent Application 



6l hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 120 of any United States Applicatlon(s), or 365(c) of any PCT international application designating the 
United States of America, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United 
States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose 
infomiation which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and 



U.S. Parent Application or PCT Parent Number 


Parent Filing Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 


Parent Patent Numlser 
(If applicable) 















Additional U.S. or PCT international application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data street PTO/SB/02B attached hereto. 



As a below named inventor, 1 hereby appoint tfie registered practitioner(s) associated with Customer Number 25094 to 
prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 


1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed 
to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 


Name of Sole or First Inventor: | 


Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 


Family Name or Surname 


Steve 


King 


inventor's 
Signature 




Date 




Residence Address 


6390 S.W. Burlingame Avenue 


City 


Portland state qR \ 97201 | ^"""t'y | United States 


Citizenship 


United States 


Post Office Address 


same 


Name of Additional Inventor: | 


Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 


Family Name or Surname 


Chiayin 


Mao 


Inventor's 
Signature 




Date 




Residence Address 


16211 S.W. iviarcile Lane 


City 


Beaverton | ^tate qR | ^'p 97007 Country United States 


Citizenship 


Taiwan 


Post Office Address 


same 


Name of Additional Inventor: | 


Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 


Family Name or Surname 


Thomas W. 


Bucht 


Inventor's 
Signature 




Date 




Residence Address 


18655 Camelot Lane 


City 


Hillsboro | state QR 1 Zip 97123 | country 1 United States 


Citizenship 


United States 


Post Office Address 


same 



Direct all correspondence to Customer Number: ||||||i||i||illi|||{||||||||||||||| 

25094 

PATENT .TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Name 


Mark L. Berrier 


Telephone 


(512)457-7016 \ 1(512)457-7070 
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